ASIA                                        257
the north by the Caucasus, which are continued by the Kopet Dagh,
east of the Caspian, to the highlands of north Afghanistan. The
Caucasus and the Kopet Dagh form, on the west of the Pamirs,
the northern boundary of the Asiatic mountain system.
East of the Pamirs, which consist of* a series of high valleys
separated by still loftier mountain ranges, the same distribution of
land forms is continued but on a much more extensive scale. The
plateau of Tibet, much of which has an elevation ranging from
14,000 to 17,000 feet, is buttressed on the south by the greatest
mountain range in the world, the Himalayas, in which the passes are
from 17,000 to 19,000 feet above sea-level It is believed by some,
but disputed by others, that the main Himalayan fold is continued
southward in the Naga and Arakan Yoma hills of Burma and the
Andaman and Xicobar Islands, and then eastwards through Sumatra
and Java, To the east of the Irrawaddy fold, other MgHands run-
ning southwards from the Tibetan plateau separate the various river
systems of Indo-China from one another. On the north the Tibetan
plateau is bordered by the Kunlun Mountains; these run east-
wards into CMna as the Tsin-ling Mountains, but a northern branch,
the Altyn Tagh, passes into the Nanshan and is continued to the
north-east as the KMngan Mountains. To the north of these
various ranges the area of relative depression is represented by the
basin of the Tarim in the west, and by the Mongolian plateau, with
the desert, of Gobi, in the east. The folded Tien Shan enclose the
Tarim basin on the north, and further east the Mongolian plateau
is bordered by a series of ancient highlands, which indude the Altai.
the Sayan, and the Yablonoi Mountains, These form, to the east
of the Pamirs, the northern limit of the mid-Asiatic mountain system,
On the south-east the KMngan ranges overlook the lowlands of
North China and Manchuria, while to the south of the Tsin-ling
Mountains lies the ancient massif of South CMna. Both in Man-
dmna and in South China the hills have been formed by the fractur-
ing of an ancient land mass.
The second great physical region of Asia is the Northern Low-
land, wMcSh everywhere extends from the borders of the mid-world
mountain system to the sfciores of the Arctic Ocean. This lowland,
which is practically continuous witli that of northern Europe, has